252                                  Ireland.                               [CHAP.
British rule; it was powerfully swayed by gross corruption;
and though it sometimes showed a will of its own, and, as
always, was liable to sudden fits of change, it continued
generally to follow in the wake of the British Parliament, and
to obey the dictates of the British Ministry. More important
too, perhaps, than anything else, the Irisl^Parliaraerit never
claimed a right to create an Executive^subject to it j~unde7"the~~
ColSitmion^oT" lysJ^s^unoTerlTiTltate ofTEngs that existed
before, it accepted the Viceroy and the Ministers appointed, in
England, by the Crown; and this single circumstance had a
most potent effect in keeping it in the line of British politics,
and in maintaining the connection between the two countries.
The centrifugal forces, in a word, were extremely strong under
the Settlement of 1782; but they were largely controlled by
centripetal forces, which prevented its flying, almost at once,
to pieces1.
The tendency of the British and Irish Parliaments, nay of
England and Ireland, to come into conflict under the conditions
we have briefly described, would evidently be strongest in
times of trouble and war, and in these instances would be
most dangerous. It manifested itself, however, even in the
years of peace and of general .tranquillity in both islands which
preceded the outbreak of the Revolution in France, and the
world-wide upheaval and strife that followed. On three oc-
casions, from 1782 to 1789, the relations between the two
Legislatures were more or less strained, and signs of dissension
became apparent which might have developed very grave
results. The new Irish Constitution had hardly been made
when it was strenuously urged in the Irish Parliament that the
1 The checks, which enabled the Irish Parliament of 1782 to work, in
some degree, in harmony with the British Parliament and British Execu-
tive, could not exist in the case of any Irish Parliament at the present day;
and no paper constitution could create them. Every one acquainted with
Irish affairs knows that the centrifugal forces would master the centripetal.